
  Road Trip Packing 
 

January 27, 2020 https://the-driveby-tourist.com  Page 1 

Last Minute Road Trip Planning and Packing List 

Ok, you know where you are going and how long you will be gone. You also know your 

means of transportation and most of the general parts of your trip. You’ve most likely 

made reservations (or the ones that need to be made in advance). Although this list is 

mostly for last minute planning and packing, please review a week or so prior as part of 

your overall planning to ensure a successful road trip. 

Now, you’re leaving in a few days and you need to make sure you’ve covered all the 

details and have everything packed that you will need. For purposes of this list, I’m 

assuming you are driving (or why else would it be a road trip?).  

1. Final preparations 

a. A Smartphone is now the “swiss army knife” of electronic tools. Ensure 

you have yours and it’s in good condition. To be safe, ensure you have 

insurance or some type of plan to overnight a replacement phone if yours 

is lost, stolen, or damaged. (That’s likely only a problem if you are a solo 

traveler as most people have Smartphones now.) 

 

b. Ensure you have a great camera that meets your needs. Although the 

Smartphone will suffice for some pictures, a regular camera will provide 

a better alternative for those hard to capture shots. 

i. “Point and shoot” such as a Canon Powershot, a Sony Cyber-shot, 

or a Fujifilm camera. (Google “point and shoot camera” if you need 

recommendations.) 

ii. I personally recommend a DSLR even if you are going to mostly 

use the “Auto” mode as the camera gives you more use options. 

However, even a low-end Nikon or Canon with the appropriate 

lenses, accessories and carrying case will likely cost you over 

$1,000, but it’s worth it if you plan on more trips or like to do 

photography. 

 

c. Tripod for any camera – DSLR is best suited for tripods but Smartphones 

have delay settings as well to allow you to step back into the picture or to 

eliminate camera shake. 

i. NOTE: Consider using the tripod to take overlapping photos of wide 

scenes and using computer software to create panoramic views. 

Great for decorating a den or an informal room in your home. 
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d. Consider using a Dash Camera if you are want to have or post pictures 

of scenery while driving through areas of great scenery. 

 

e. Although 360-degree cameras were a bit of a fad whose time has 

passed, they can still take scenes that are difficult to capture any other 

way. (I have one from Samsung that came with a phone I purchased and 

used it with a small tripod on top of my car to record video in Death 

Valley in 2018 on my way back home from Route 66.) 

 

f. I highly recommend a laptop, especially if you are going to be editing 

your pictures on the trip. But for some, a laptop isn’t really needed unless 

you are a blogger or photographer, keeping up with business, or 

generally are a “geek” like me! A tablet or even your Smartphone will do 

for many travelers. 

 

g. An external drive to back up your photos and other trip information is 

invaluable if you lose your laptop or tablet. Of course, ensure you are 

using cloud backup as well. (I’m retired from IT and we used to say that if 

your data doesn’t exist two places, it doesn’t exist. I carry that one step 

further and say three places when traveling because of the tenuous 

nature of travel.) 

 

h. For on the road cash at ATM’s, check with your IRA/401K plan holder as 

they may offer a debit card that waives ATM charges in most countries of 

the world (I know Charles Schwab and Fidelity do. I have Fidelity and I 

needed to open a Cash Management account but there was no charge 

to open or maintain and no credit check.) 

 

2. Vehicle 

a. Emergency road kit (even if renting a car). Be sure it includes jumper 

cables. 

 

b. If anticipating snow and/or ice, show shovel and ice scraper (remember 

mountains if you are headed anyplace close to them.)  

i. For example: Rocky Mountains can have snowstorms all summer. 

Unusual but can happen. I saw 6-foot snow drifts in late June once. 
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c. If you are driving your own car:  

i. Oil change and general checkup prior to hitting the road 

ii. Ensure you have up to date insurance and registration cards 

iii. Remove day to day “stuff” you carry around that you won’t need on 

your trip 

iv. Owner’s manual 

v. Tire check, including spare tire 

 

d. If you are renting a car: 

i. Many rewards credit cards provide primary or secondary collision 

insurance. Check with the financial organization regarding the card 

you will use. (Saves money as you can decline any insurance 

coverage.) 

ii. Check with your personal car insurance as many states mandate 

coverage for rental cars as well. Car rental insurance charges are 

typically outrageous! 

iii. No brainer, probably, but make sure you have the rental papers 

with you. 

iv. Contact information for the rental company 

v. Your personal car insurance information (You never know when 

you may need that even if renting.) 

vi. Cell phone holder on dash or heater/air conditioner vent 

 

e. General tool kit. Pliers, multi-purpose screwdriver, hammer, etc. Always 

be prepared. (No I wasn’t a boy scout!). And a genuine Swiss Army Knife 

can be extremely helpful! 

f. Rain-X 2-in-1 Glass Cleaner + Rain Repellent. If you haven’t tried this, 

it’s great! On a road trip, your windows will get dirty of course. This has 

the added advantage of causing water to bead up and roll away 

 

3. General preparation 

a. Passport (consider if you will need it.) For example, even if road tripping 

in the US, you may take an unscheduled trip into Mexico or Canada. 

b. Make sure your car insurance provides coverage in those countries. 

Typically, they don’t provide coverage in Mexico. The US and Canada 

have reciprocal laws recognizing each other’s vehicle insurance. The 
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coverage is typically good for up to 180 days but be sure to check. You 

will likely need a non-resident insurance card. 

c. Personal ID including driver’s license, AAA/AARP card, and any other ID 

cards that may provide a discount on travel related purchases. 

d. If you are into the “points and miles game”, review which credit cards you 

may need.  

e. Take all your loyalty program numbers for hotels, airlines, car rentals as 

many vacation locations give points, often unexpectedly, for other 

programs. (Remember to ask!) 

f. Books and/or tablet/Kindle for reading 

 

4. Discounts 

a. By the way always ask about discounts for: 

i. AAA/AARP 

ii. Senior discount (not always the same as AARP 

iii. Veterans 

iv. Active duty service members 

v. Government employees 

vi. Many corporations provide discounts or belong to a trade 

organization that provides them 

b. Groupon, Rakuten, and other online coupon programs can also provide 

savings. Google “travel savings” and you’ll have thousands of hits. 

c. If you have a family member working in the travel industry, there’s 

another potential source of savings. 

 

5. Packing 

a. Electronics 

i. Aforementioned Smartphone. Either Android or iPhone. 

ii. Bluetooth phone earpiece 

iii. Many of you will want an external speaker for music, movies, or 

YouTube instructions 

iv. Blu-Ray/DVD’s and a player (either for movies or for instruction 

videos you may find.) However, in today’s world, most of this is 

available online. However, remember there are dead zones for cell 

phone and Wi-Fi access. 

v. Extra cords for every device you carry (My advice: carry two of 

every type) 
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1. Phone 

2. Bluetooth earpiece 

3. Speaker 

4. Stereo ear buds (Don’t use these when driving!) 

vi. Portable charger (may be known as Power Bank) 

vii. Ear buds for both private listening and to block out sound (Again, 

don’t use these when driving!) 

viii. Multi-adaptor plug (a must for international travel) 

ix. Make your own road trip play list! 

x. Portable Wi-Fi (Most Smartphones provide a hotspot, but…) 

 

b. Comfort 

i. Travel pillow 

ii. Night pillow 

iii. Extra blanket 

iv. Reusable (and maybe foldable) water bottle 

v. Backpack (I carry two for longer trips – one large for many items, 

including laptop, one small for hiking or day trips) 

vi. Fanny pack 

vii. A towel or two 

viii. Ice chest (size depending on what you want to have along for food 

or drink) 

ix. Water (reusable jugs or bottles if possible) (If reusable doesn’t 

work, buy them on sale at Target, Walmart, or Costco and be sure 

to recycle the bottles.) 

 

c. Clothes 

i. There are many lists available for more details for men, women and 

children. (I’ve included my own personal packing list for general 

trips as the last page of this document.) 

ii. Overall, layers of clothes depending on seasons and where you are 

headed 

iii. Remember rain gear and an umbrella 

iv. Hat or cap as preferred 

v. Pack according to how often you want to stop to wash clothes 

along the way 
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vi. Be as formal or informal as you like depending on destinations but 

remember even on the most casual trips, you may find a special 

event or night out that requires more than casual 

vii. Remember: Even the warmest climates can get cold at night or 

unseasonable cold fronts move through 

 

d. Hygiene 

i. Sunscreen 

ii. Lip balm 

iii. Makeup, shaving cream, deodorant, cologne, perfume 

iv. Be kind to your skin in all kinds of climates! 

v. Toothbrush, toothpaste, floss 

vi. Grooming tools (In my case, it’s a clipper to trim my hair and beard 

to stubble once a week. Remember the charger cord!) 

vii. Hand sanitizer 

viii. Spare toilet paper (I know, TMI!) 

ix. Travel size tissues 

 

e. Health 

i. Check with your health plan to ensure you have coverage for 

emergencies. If you have a chronic condition, a visit to your 

provider is recommended.  

ii. Any prescriptions you take regularly 

iii. Travel first aid kit 

iv. Anti-inflammatory medication (Ibuprofen, aspirin, Aleve, etc.) 

v. Over the counter cold remedies 

vi. Bug spray 

vii. Energy snacks for those times when you are traveling through a 

desolate area or just don’t want to stop 

 

f. Safety 

i. Headlamp or flashlight (ensure you have spare batteries) 

ii. RFID blocking wallet or money clip 

iii. Consider a car security system. I had one in my last car because 

we spent two winters in Arizona and hotel parking lots are hotbeds 

for breaking and entering, even high-end hotels. Whether you have 

https://the-driveby-tourist.com/


  Road Trip Packing 
 

January 27, 2020 https://the-driveby-tourist.com  Page 7 

one or not, find out about parking security like camera and light 

locations. 

 

6. Before you head out the door 

a. Paper maps of your trips. (Even in today’s world, there are dead cell 

phone zones, as well as dead cell phones!) 

b. Cash (There are still places that only take cash. Depending on your 

destination, you may need change for toll highways.) 

c. Notebook, pen, pencil (Again, even in today’s world, old fashioned paper 

and pen is sometimes better than a Smartphone app.) 

d. Hold your mail (you can sign up online with the USPS) 

e. If you’ve ordered anything recently from an online retailer, ensure it is 

delivered or make arrangements to have someone pick it up and keep it 

for you. 

f. If you are still into reading paper newspapers, hold them as well 

g. Notify trusted neighbors and/or homeowners associations how long you 

will be gone 
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Stan’s “Take for Out of town 

trip” list 

Updated: 01-01-2020 

 

1. Casual/Other Clothes 

a. Shirts 

b. Dockers/Cargo pants 

c. Jeans 

d. Consider 1 dress shirt and 

dress pants along with 

appropriate shoes 

e. Belt 

f. Underwear 

g. Shorts 

h. Swimming suit  

i. Regular Socks 

j. Warm Socks 

k. Shoes – Need two pair 

l. Workout clothes 

2. Medicine 

a. Prescriptions 

b. Supplements 

c. Ibuprofen/Aleve/aspirin 

3. Hygiene 

a. Toothpaste 

b. Toothbrush 

c. Dental floss 

d. Deodorant 

e. Shaving cream – Razor 

f. Shaving Kit case 

g. Hand lotion (both kinds) 

h. Pro wash for dry skin 

i. Travel bag 

4. Phone Charger, book, USB 

cords, etc. 

5. Phone Car Charger 

6. Wireless headset 

7. Charger for wireless headset 

8. Phone 

9. Movies 

10. Books  

11. Personal organizer 

12. Jacket/coat  

13. Back pack (s)  

14. USB Drive 

15. External drive for back up photos 

16. Computer charger cord 

17. Computer 

18. Weights 

19. Arm wrap for computer use 

20. Water bottle 

21. Pillow 

22. Fitbit 

23. Fitbit charger 

24. Large and/or small cooler 

25. Camera 

26. Tripod 

27. Wine 

28. Keyboard & Trackball 

29. Monitor 

30. Kindle 

31. Set heat or air conditioning in 

house 

32. Credit Cards - Take appropriate 

credit card(s) for this trip. 
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